
Show notes

Episode 3  Cambridge–
Cambridge Cambridge



Option #1 (difficult)
listening & guessing

Take a look at the words and phrases from the 
podcast. Listen along and when you hear one, 
try to figure out what it means.

It struck me.

Bikes outnumbered cars by about four to one.

cycling frenzy

have a well-earned reputation for something

vastly complicated

excessive politeness

bump into someone

It’s really not done.

dystopian sci-f ficks

bizarre

general trend

nicely tucked away

ferce multinational competitors

disposable income

splash out on something

sanitised shopping experience

exorbitant prices
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marketed to

a piece of the action

go-getting

in intellectual company

keep up

covering lots of territory

eavesdropping

sure of yourself
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Option #2 (easier)

reading & listening & guessing
Listen and read at the same time. 

Can you figure out the meaning of the words in 
bold?

1. There are bikes everywhere.

The frst thing I did when I woke up on my frst morning in 
Cambridge was take a look out of the window.

It struck me immediately.

Bikes. There were bikes everywhere.

Bikes and bike lanes — the roads were absolutely full of 
them. In fact, the bikes outnumbered cars by about four 
to one. It was fantastic.

I went out to fnd some breakfast and walk among this 
cycling frenzy.
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I’ve been to Amsterdam a few times — a city with a well-
earned reputation for being quite into their bikes. But 
there was a big diference here.

If you fnd yourself walking around Amsterdam, you need 
to be careful. Not because of pickpockets or mad, drunk 
English guys (though you do need to watch out for them, 
too), but because of the cyclists. They own the city! And 
they make sure you know it.

They don’t stop for anyone, and if you fnd yourself in the 
wrong part of any of the vastly complicated network of 
pedestrian crossings, pavements, cycle paths and roads, 
prepare to get shouted at and almost knocked over by 
someone on a bike.

But not in Cambridge. While Amsterdam has a well-
earned reputation for green energy and bicycles, 
England, for better or worse, has a well-earned reputation 
for excessive politeness.

I remember having a chat with a Turkish friend of mine 
who had lived in the UK.
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He was telling me that England is the only place where 
you could be walking in the street without looking where 
you’re going, bump into someone and THEY’D be the one
saying “sorry.”

So if it’s common to apologise for someone bumping into 
you, then it’s really not done to shout at someone from a 
bike.

2. Everyone’s really young.

OK. Fair enough. I should’ve expected this one, right?

I mean — it’s a university town, after all.

Also, the older I get, the more anyone younger than me 
looks like a kid. People who I think are 12 years old turn 
out to be in their early 20s. And teenagers? They just look 
like they should be watching Teletubbies and certainly 
not capable of doing all the weird and terrifying things 
that teenagers are capable of doing.
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Clever stick fgure child talking

But that still didn’t stop me from being completely 
shocked by how young everyone (almost everyone) was.

Have you ever seen the flm  ogan’s Run?

It’s one of those 1970s dystopian sci-f  icks. It’s set in a 
future where everyone lives indoors — the whole world 
basically looks like a shopping mall. What’s more, once 
you reach the age of 30, you have to die in a bizarre 
ceremony that involves wearing a cool mask and fying 
into the air. Except that they don’t call it “death.” In this 
reality, it’s called “renewal.”

What all this means is that everyone in the future is under 
30.

It’s seriously weird — check it out here, if you dare.

That’s what Cambridge feels like (minus the weird masks 
and the fying).
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There’s a bright side to it, though. I was called “sir” several 
times.

So that’s nice.

3. There are independent shops 
everywhere.

I mentioned before how institutionalised the UK is and 
how the high streets are dominated by chain stores and 
brand names, leaving no space for the little guy.

This is a general trend in the UK, and you’ll be lucky to 
fnd a high street in the country with at least half of the 
stores independently owned.

Except in Cambridge.

I was impressed — some parts of the city seemed to 
consist entirely of independent shops. There was a 
shopping mall area, but that was nicely tucked away 
from the picturesque streets of the old town.
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I guess it’s a strong indicator of how wealthy the city is. 
Independent shops are usually pushed out by their ferce 
multinational competitors in other cities.

However, if you’ve got a city full of people with a large 
disposable income, they’re more likely to be happy to 
splash out on something for a more individual and less 
sanitised shopping experience.

Also, the stuf you fnd in small shops is always way more 
interesting than in the big chain stores.

4. The uni is the city.

Unlike Oxford, the City of Cambridge was built around the 
university. The uni came frst and the city later. Apparently,
the idea was to copy the style of the University of Oxford, 
so a lot of the architecture is actually the same.

But how weird, right? A city that’s built around a 
university?
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It basically means that the university IS the city.

It means that everything is for the students: the shops and
restaurants and bars and cafes — all aimed at the 
students.

I saw several posh tailors making custom-made tweed 
suits at exorbitant prices, specifcally marketed to 
students.

Even the churches, with their questionable punctuation 
skills, wanted a piece of the action.

"Student's looking for a vibrant church? Then you've just 
found one."

Can you spot the mistake? Answer in the comments.

5. Power in the making

When I was in Cambridge, I spent some time with an old 
school friend who’s now a lecturer at the university.
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I also met one of his protégés — a go-getting, ambitious 
young woman.

Normally, because I’m kind of a smart guy, I feel quite 
comfortable in intellectual company, talking about big 
subjects and pondering the deeper meaning of things. I 
enjoy it — it’s fun!

But with this person, I simply couldn’t keep up. She was 
thinking and talking at about a million miles an hour, 
covering lots of territory in a small period of time.

So I listened.

Clever stick fgure talking

But it wasn’t just her. I spent a lot of my time walking 
around town among the young and intelligent there 
eavesdropping on their conversations.

I was struck by how confdent and smart everyone was. 
Everyone seemed so sure of themselves. What’s more, I 
realised, these were some of the world’s future leaders.
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OK. Now what?

OK. So you’ve seen the phrases. 

But what do they mean?

Here’s your chance to shine! 

Send me an email with your answers. If you’re the frst 
person to send me 100% correct descriptions of the words
and phrases in this episode, I’ll announce you as the 
winner on the next podcast I record and you can hear your
name bounce across the airwaves!

Answers to this email address:

gabriel@clarkandmiller.com
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Having trouble with prepositions?
Get your free copy of “13 Little Drawings That Will

Help You Remember English Rules Forever
(probably)”

Oh yeah, did I mention?

It’s FREE!

Just click on the link:

https://www.clarkandmiller.com/learn-english-fast/ 
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